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Hitherto no such practice was common. People contented themselves, as a rule, with filling up with oil again when the level sank; and they found that it sank quite fast enough as it was.
Champcenais calculated that periodical emptying of the crank-case, applied even to a percentage of the twenty-five thousand Bertrand cars of all kinds which were then running, would involve an extra consumption of oil exceeding two hundred and fifty thousand litres a year. The motorists of that period were in constant fear and trembling about the good running and resistance to depreciation of their machines. Even the most heedless by nature had contracted chronic anxiety, and if they were ever tempted to shake it off, a sudden breakdown plunged them back into it. Accordingly it was child's play, for anybody who knew the sources of their psychology, to make them spend an additional hundred francs each a year.
Besides, Bertrand was supposed to have some powerful connections in political circles. Champcenais proposed to ask him to make use of them in favour of the oil-manufacturers when the threatened question was raised in the Chamber. He would make this one of the tacit conditions of their agreement.
As he drove through the Bois de Boulogne, Champcenais summed the matter up in his mind and marshalled the arguments he intended to use with Bertrand. He also thought about advertising formulas which he would suggest their adopting. " By using a centime^ worth of oil, you will save a franc's worth of repairs.9* Champcenais was trying out this slogan for the fourth or fifth time as they crossed the Puteaux bridge.
At this moment he noticed a number of men, in caps and working-clothes, leaning on the parapet of the bridge, on both sides. Further away, on the opposite bank of the Seine, there was a crowd of men of similar appearance. They were standing almost motionless. They occupied the roadway and the pavements, scarcely leaving room for cars to pass.